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Brightlingsea at Christmas

Happy Christmas! Please support our advertisers

Welcome to the second edition of the 
Brightlingsea at Christmas magazine, 
brought to you by the Christmas Tree 

Festival committee. 

Last year’s event, like so many other things in 
2020, had to be a Virtual Christmas Tree Festival but we 
are very pleased to announce that this year we are once 
again back in All Saints’ Church for the 18th Christmas 
Tree Festival. 

Although there are no government-enforced 
restrictions currently in place, we have still taken 
measures to try and keep everyone safe, and for 
that reason you will notice a few changes. We are 
so grateful to everyone who has taken the time to 
decorate and enter a tree and we can’t wait to see what 
creative ideas people have come up with. The Festival 
planners have come up with some decorative ideas of 
their own so look forward to a few surprises when you 
come to visit, both inside and outside the church. 

One highlight of the weekend will be our Saturday 
Gala Evening where the Suffolk Phoenix Brass Band 

will play a Christmas Themed Concert. Tickets are 
available from Spirals but numbers are limited, so 
make sure you get yours quickly before they sell out. 
Rounding the whole weekend off on the Sunday will 
be the ever popular Carols with Chris, and we look 
forward to welcoming many of you to that evening.

There are plenty of other seasonal activities taking 
place locally in the lead up to Christmas and we hope 
that you get to see some of them. 

Thanks must also goes to the many businesses 
who have advertised in the magazine Without them 
we would not be able to produce it, so if you do need 
anything this Christmas and in the coming year please 
shop local and support our local businesses. 

Finally we would like to thank you, the people of 
Brightlingsea, who always support our events and form 
the community that we all hold so dear. Please stay 
safe, take care and have a truly wonderful Christmas. 

We look forward to seeing you all on the 10th, 11th 
and 12th of December at All Saints’ Church for the 
Christmas Tree Festival weekend

Welcome to Christmas!
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Date Time Event Location

Various  Church Services – for a full listing of festive church  Brightlingsea Churches 
   services please see page 24

 1-24 From 6pm Santa and the Rotary Elves visit the streets of Brightlingsea  Streets of Brightlingsea 
   and surrounding villages spreading festive cheer and raising  
   funds for local charities and community organisations –  
   see page 11 for details 

1-24   Advent Windows Trail – a new window is added each evening  Around Brightlingsea 
   of advent creating a wonderful trail to follow.  
   See page 33 for details  

1-24  Brightlingsea’s independent retailers  Brightlingsea Retail Outlets 
   welcome you to shop local for all your festive needs 

Wed 1 Dusk Brightlingsea Town Council and Business Association  Memorial Gardens  
   Christmas Tree and Street Lights go live Victoria Place & High Street

Fri 3 2pm - 6pm Christmas Mini Market – festive food, drink, and other delights Victoria Place

Fri 3 2pm - 8pm Late Night Shopping. Santa will be outside Spirals between Victoria Place & High Street 
    6 and 7pm and light refreshments will be on offer in many 
   of the shops 

Sun 5  10am – 4pm Brightlingsea Christmas Market – a host of craft and gift stalls  The Community Centre 
		 	 plus	tombola	and	raffle	to	support	the	Community	Centre	

5-24 Daily Harbour Lights Display and Santa’s Grotto The Hard & Colne Yacht Club

10-25  Evenings Brightlingsea Lights Trail – from All Saints’ to the Harbour.  Around Brightlingsea 
    See page 6 for details 

Fri 10 4pm – 8pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival – new Friday opening! All Saints’ Church

Sat 11 10am - 6pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival All Saints’ Church

Sat 11  9am - 1pm  Brightlingsea Arts and Craft Sale YMCA

Sat 11 7.30pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival Concert with  All Saints’ Church 
   Suffolk Phoenix Brass Band – tickets from Spirals, Victoria Place 

Sun 12 10am - 6pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival All Saints’ Church

Sun 12 6pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival Sing-a-Long Carols with Chris All Saints’ Church

Sat 25 Noon Deputy’s Gift Fund Christmas Lunch - for those who would All Saints’ Church 
   otherwise be alone at Christmas. For further information 
   contact Mark Wilby on mmwilby@hotmail.co.uk. 

To	minimise	the	spread	of	Covid-19	and	influenza	please	wear	
a mask inside the church, use the hand gel provided, follow the 
indicated one-way system and maintain a safe social distance 
from other individuals and groups.

Our lovely old church was built well before modern standards 
of health and safety were thought about. Therefore it is essential 
that all visitors (young and old) take care with the following:
• Any child must always be under an adult’s supervision
• Take care when the church is crowded – mind the steps and 

look out for others less able than yourselves
• Please leave pushchairs and bulky equipment outside the 

church, under the gazebo
• Please be aware that there are no indoor facilities – a Portaloo 

is available outside the churchyard
• The graveyard must be respected, and gravestones etc. left 

well alone
• We do not have any medical staff – so we cannot offer 

emergency treatment.

Please enjoy the Christmas Tree Festival safelyWhat’s on when in December 

 

Tesco Express 
 Brightlingsea 

Visit Santa in his Sleigh 
6.00—7.15 pm 

(Outside Spirals) 

Come along and see all that your 
local High Street has to offer 

A great way to start your 
 Christmas Shopping 
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When we started to plan the Christmas Tree Festival 
2021 we always hoped that we would be able to 
have a real festival back at All Saints’ Church and 
we feel very lucky that this will now be the case.

 However, we have had to make some changes to 
ensure that everyone feels safe. There will be hand 
sanitizer available throughout the church, and gloves 

and facemasks will be on hand for those who would 
like them. You will notice that the Gift Shop and Pantry 
are	absent	this	year,	this	is	designed	to	help	the	flow	
of people through the church, but do not fear, all 
being well they will be back next year. 

The entrance will be through the South door, as 
usual,	visitors	will	then	turn	right	and	walk	up	the	first	
aisle of trees, and turning right and right again they 
will walk down the main aisle, through more trees. At 
the end of the front set of pews the route will go right 
again and then left at the North door, down towards 
the end wall and then out, past the font and a few 
special attractions, through the West door. 

Once outside you will be able to sample the 
delights of the Beach Box Café, who have kindly 
offered to come and supply refreshments for the 
weekend, there might also be some homemade 
mince pies and sausage rolls to tempt you as well.

Visitors will then walk back along the path at the 
side of the church where there will be a few more 
surprises before you exit out through the Lychgate.

Festival will have a new look

Are you decorating your house with Christmas lights this 
year? Decorating an outdoor tree or making a festive 
window display? 

Then why not become part of the Brightlingsea 
Christmas Lights Trail - a trail of decorated houses, shops 
and clubs around the town that are decorated with festive 
lights? 

The Trail begins at All Saints’ and ends at the Hard, but 
where it goes in between is up to you! You can list your 
decorations on the Brightlingsea Info website for free - see 
the button on the home page at www.brightlingsea.info - 
and	you’ll	find	all	the	venues	listed	there	too.	

Following the Trail makes for a great winter walk – a 
fun way to burn off some of that Christmas dinner!

Christmas Lights Trail

All	lit	up	-	the	race	office	at	Brightlingsea	Sailing	Club

On Saturday 11 December the renowned 
Suffolk Phoenix Brass Band will perform a 
concert of festive favourites amongst the 

sparkling Christmas trees starting at 7.30pm. Doors 
will open at 7pm and the tickets, which cost £12.50 
each – available from Spirals in Victoria Place – will 
include a free glass of wine or soft drink and a 
supper food box. Tickets numbers for this event are 
limited so make sure to get yours early.

On Sunday 12 December the traditional Carols 
with Chris Sing-along free concert will close our 
festival at 6pm. The need for social distancing 
means that again numbers need to be limited.

Please note that masks are required to be worn 
in the church during the concerts and that there will 
be social distancing measures in place. Please also 
allow for the church to be well ventilated and wear 
suitable layers to keep warm if needed.

Festival Concerts 2021Festival Concerts 2021
The 2021 Christmas Tree Festival will feature two very special concerts.
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Thank you so much for making 
Brightlingsea Foodbank this 
year’s designated charity for 

Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival!
We greatly appreciate this. Highlighting 

our work will really help us continue to 
support growing numbers of local families 
and individuals facing a crisis and unable to 
afford enough food for themselves or their 
families.

This help is even more vital at Christmas.
As the demand for our service has 

rocketed – so has the assistance from the 
generous people of Brightlingsea. We also 
received grants from Essex County Council 
and Essex Association of Local Councils.

Since the pandemic started, we have had 
around a 200 per cent increase in requests 
for emergency food parcels. 

This year between January and 
September, we gave out over 292 food 
parcels with additional fresh food, topped up 
domestic fuel cards and supplied wood for 
two wood burners! 

The scale of this rise shows how much 
Covid has affected people - through losing 
work, having to rely on furlough money, or 
for those on zero hours contracts, the need for 
benefits	such	as	Universal	Credit.

At the same time, donations to 
Brightlingsea Foodbank have almost 
doubled.
Help from the town
Brightlingsea folk continually help our 
foodbank clients: 
• Foodbank collection points inside various 
Brightlingsea stores are well supported with 
food donations.
• Brightlingsea Foodbank is in the Fare Share 
scheme, receiving good quality surplus food 
from Tesco.
• The foodbank is allowed to use 
Brightlingsea Parish Hall free of charge every 
week.

• One lady delivers eggs from her own 
chickens weekly, while a gentleman 
frequently brings seasonal allotment 
produce. 
• Brightlingsea Bakery gives fresh bread and 
rolls for foodbank clients each week.
• Brightlingsea Foodbank receives weekly 
food donations collected by St Mary’s Church, 
Great Bentley.
• A couple donated Tesco vouchers to 
Brightlingsea Foodbank, after being 
presented with these in return for helping 
with a COVID-19 research project.
• Brightlingsea Foodbank which started 
in 2015, is part of the Trussell Trust’s 
national network of foodbanks and works in 
partnership with Colchester Foodbank.
• Brightlingsea Foodbank operates at 
Brightlingsea Parish Hall, Victoria Place, 
Brightlingsea, CO7 0BP, on Wednesday 
mornings between 10am and 12 noon.
• Throughout the pandemic, Foodbank 
volunteers	confidentially	delivered	food	
parcels to clients. 
• Now our face-to-face service has resumed at 
the Parish Hall, though deliveries could still 
be made in exceptional circumstances. 
• Our service is ALWAYS completely 
confidential

• For more information about 
Brightlingsea Foodbank, call Win or Frank 
on 01206 303902 or 07970 480968

Christmas Lights 
on the Hard 

Sun 5th December at 5pm:
Listen to the Motley Crew wassailing

by the Christmas Tree on the Hard
and enjoy a Glass of Mulled Wine & a

Mince Pie in front of the Colne Yacht Club

HtVPS HtVPS
HtVPS HtVP

S HtVPS HtVPS
HtVPS HtVPS HtVPS

Colne Yacht Club THANKS our sponsors:  
Brightlingsea Harbour,  
Brightlingsea Sailing Club,  
Brightlingsea Town Council,  
Colne Smack 
Preservation Society,  
Colne Yacht Club,
Essex Cement,  
French Marine Motors,
James Lawrence Sailmaker,  
Local Households,  
Morgan Marine,  
NMR Ltd.,  
The Waterside Deli,
Orsted,  
Park & Ride,  
Pure Lake,  
Shipwrecked Mariners Society,   
White Formula  
FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT toward 
BRIGHTLINGSEA’S CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TRAIL

2021

HtVP
S

HtVP
S HtVP

S
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S
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Starting Sat. 4th December

H

H

H

Training 
Centre 

COLNE YACHT CLUB THANKS OUR SPONSORS 
FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT TOWARD  BRIGHTLINGSEA’S CHRISTMAS LIGHTS ON THE HARD:  

Brightlingsea Harbour,  Brightlingsea Sailing Club,  Brightlingsea Town Council,  Essex Cement, Morgan Marine, 
Orsted, Park & Ride, White Formula , Local businesses, Households and Craftsmen and Women 

            COLNE YACHT CLUB ... JOIN THE FUN ...  
We have something for everyone interested in boats or water related activities -

Young, old, experienced or inexperienced, (we also teach sailing & power boating)  

Cadets;  Yacht Racing & Yacht Cruising;  RYA Training Centre;  ‘Women on the Water;  
‘Blokes in Boats’;  Sonata Keelboats - ‘Pay and Play’ scheme;  Foxer Dinghy Racing;  Paddleboards,
Power boats;  Bar & Restaurant and a clean, managed Boat Yard equipped with power and water. 

    
Call or e-mail for more details:   

01206 302594    waterside@colneyachtclub.org.uk 
www.colneyachtclub.org.uk  
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Contents of a family food parcel
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TRACK SANTA LIVE AND DONATE AT WWW.SANTASLEIGHBRIGHTLINGSEA.COM 
Look out for Santa in your area from 6pm each evening

Funds raised help support Brightlingsea In Bloom, Brightlingsea Lido, St Helena Hospice, 4 Youth, Porridge & Pens, Wivenhoe 
Scouts & Guildes, Alresford Primary and Pre-School PTAs, Ladybirds Pre-School (Thorrington), Gt Bentley Primary School PTA 

and other local Rotary causes

NOVEMBER 
Sun 28 Gt Bentley Gt Bentley Lights Switch On
DECEMBER
Fri 3 Brightlingsea Brightlingsea Late Night Shopping 6pm to 7.15pm outside Spirals in Victoria Place
Sat 4 Wivenhoe Heath Rd, Broomfield Cresc, Broome Grove, Chaney Rd, Spring La, Tower Rd
Sun 5 Alresford Station Rd, Orchard Rd, Coppice Rd, Chestnut Rd, Heath Rd, Ash Walk, Coppice Rd, Laxton Rd, 
  Cox Rd, Station Rd, Pippin Way, Lambourne, Russet Way
Tue 7 Elmstead Oatlands, Harvest Way, Flail Close, Thatchers Drive, Holly Way, Elmcroft, Glebe Close,  
 Market Lucern Way, Dale Close, Church Rd
Wed 8 Wivenhoe Bowes Rd, Claremont Rd, Friars Close, Dedham Close, The Dale, Valley Rd, Bobbits Way, Park Rd
Thur 9 Alresford Wivenhoe Rd, Crestlands, Ford Lane, Church Rd, Wivenhoe Rd, Poplars Close, Coach Rd, Hawkins Rd
Fri 10 Thorrington Hazel Close Estate
Sat 11 Great Bentley Station Road Area
Sun 12 Great Bentley De Vere Estate
Mon 13 Wivenhoe Old Ferry Rd, Meredith Clo, Admiral’s Walk, Spindrift Way, Admiral’s Walk, West St, The Shipwrights, 
  Dry Dock, West St, East St, Brook St, St John’s Rd, Walter Radcliffe Rd, Cook’s Cresc, Walter Radcliffe Rd
Tue 14 Brightlingsea Hurst Green, Mill St, Whitegate Rd, Link, Chapel Rd, Bellfield Close, Bellfield Ave, end of Southway
Wed 15 Wivenhoe Richard Ave, Elizabeth Way, Alexandra Drive, Henrietta Close, Mede Way
Thur 16 Brightlingsea Lower Park Rd, Marsh Way, Western Rd, York Rd, Colne Rd, Oyster Tank Rd, Fieldgate Dock
Fri 17 Brightlingsea Manor House Way, Tudor Close, Woodlands, Marennes Cres, Pertwee Close, Pyefleet Close,  
  Darcy Way, Park Drive, 
Sat 18  Brightlingsea Regent Rd, Spring Rd, Walmer Cl, Seaview Cl, Cinque Port Rd, Dover Rd, end of Sandwich Rd, 
  Seaview Rd
Sun 19  Brightlingsea Robinson Rd, Colne Gardens & Colne Meadow
Mon 20  Brightlingsea Red Barn Rd, Red Barn Close, Campernell Close, Robinson Rd, Granville Way
Tue 21 Brightlingsea Ladysmith Ave, High St, Richard Ave, Elizabeth Way, end of Anne Close, Edward Ave, Stanley Ave,  
  Bayard Ave, Recreation Way, George Ave, John St, High St, Queen St
Wed 22 Brightlingsea Samsons Rd, Maltings Rd, Romney Close, end of St Andrews Pl, Fordwich Rd, end of Rye Close,  
  entrance to The Forge, Samsons Rd
Thur 23 Brightlingsea Church Rd, Lodge Rd, Spring Chase, Upper Park Rd, Dean St, Chestnut Way, Park Drive (right),  
  Elm Drive, Planton Way, Park Drive, Lower Park Rd
Fri 24  Brightlingsea High St, Tower St, Waterside Marina, Sydney St, New St, Nelson St, Wellington St, Duke St, Silcott St

It has been a very strange year for 
Brightlingsea High Street. We were all 
closed for the start of 2021 and then, when 

we were able to reopen, the support we have 
seen from the local community has meant 
that the rest of the year has flown by. 

We know that every business and shop owner in 
the town is very grateful for the custom that we have 
had	this	year,	and	fingers	crossed,	we	look	forward	to	
a happier Christmas, with the chance to spend it with 
friends and family.We would like to welcome 

the new shops and businesses that have opened 
throughout the year and wish them every success in 
our town. 

Our usual start to the festive season, Late Night 
Christmas Shopping, is still going to go ahead, 
but it will be a bit different to past years.On Friday 
3 December	2021,	many	of	your	favourite	shops	will	
be remaining open until 8.00pm. 

As usual most will have little festive treats for 
new and regular customers, as well as offering you 
a chance to start your Christmas shopping in style. 
However,	this	year	there	will	be	no	official	road	
closure, so please do take care when you come down 
to the town on that evening.

Some shops and businesses who have space 
outside may well have some stalls, and The Rotary 
Santa and his Sleigh will be parked outside Spirals 
from 6.00pm to 7.15pm, with the chance to let your 
children meet Santa. 

During the afternoon of Friday 3 December 2021 
there will be a Christmas Mini Market in Victoria 
Place, along the slip road behind the fountain 
and gardens. It will be open between 2.00pm and 
6.30pm, with a number of stalls already booked in 
selling various produce including, gifts, gift foods, 
artisan gins, craft beers and locally made jams and 
chutneys, so it will be well worth paying it a visit. 

The High Street looks forward to seeing you all 
on Friday 3 December 2021, to thank you for your 
support during the last year, wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and hope to see you throughout 2022.

Brightlingsea Late Night 
Shopping & Christmas 
Mini Market D E C E M B E R  3
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Once again Brightlingsea businesses 
with the support of Brightlingsea Town 
Council will be installing Christmas light 

throughout the High Street and Victoria Place 
from early December.
Unfortunately,	the	ongoing	Covid-19	situation	will	

mean the lights will take a slightly different format 
again this year, but the good news is that at the 
centre of our wonderful newly refurbished Memorial 
Garden in Victoria Place there will still be a spectacular 
Christmas tree, sponsored by an anonymous local 
businessman, to bring us all some welcome cheer.

Our thanks must go to the Brightlingsea 
businesses that support this initiative and the 
council staff for their hard work in installing the 
lights. Special prizes will be awarded to the Business 
and Organisation with the best display and this 
competition will be judged on behalf of Shop 
Brightlingsea by the Brightlingsea Mayor and the 
Cinque Ports Deputy.

Brightlingsea Christmas Lights & Christmas Tree

Picture by Colm O’Laoi



14 15

Brightlingsea at Christmas Brightlingsea at Christmas

Happy Christmas! Please support our advertisers Happy Christmas! Please support our advertisers

Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival has 
been a significant event in the Christmas 
calendar for many years and townsfolk 

and visitors alike have flocked each year to see 
the wonderful array of trees set there by local 
groups and individuals. 

The plan was always about preserving our 
wonderful ancient church which welcomes us home 
as we travel into Brightlingsea and this annual event 
has raised over £150,000 since it began. Many of 
the founder members of that original group still 
contribute in so many different ways and one of 
these, Elizabeth Foss-Smith, chaired the committee for 
many years, setting a wonderful pattern about how 
it could work. Elizabeth continues to make a huge 
contribution to the fund-raising with the All Saints’ 
Project which aims to restore the crumbling tower and 
secure funds for a kitchenette and WC facilities.

Despite the problems of the pandemic, the 
Committee has been determined to continue the 
tradition of the Christmas Tree Festival with the hope 

that eventually it will 
return to its original 
form. Last year saw an 
innovation in the form 
of a Light trail through 
the churchyard, created 
by the wonderful Holy 
Mowers who maintain 
the area. In 2020 visitors 
were not allowed in the 
church but there were 
various outdoor trees 
and Santa Claus made an appearance too!

This year, however, the Festival will open its doors 
to visitors and we hope the church will look wonderful 
with lots of sparkling trees and there will be live music 
too. We do hope that lots of you will come and enjoy 
the time in All Saints’ and absorb that Christmassy 
experience within our beautiful ancient church.
Jackie Edmunds - Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival 
Committee
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Christmas Tree Festival is a big event
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If you have been shopping in Little Boat Gifts 
in Brightlingsea, you will know Olivia and 
Peter Reilly who own the shop. And if you 

haven’t been into the shop, you don’t know 
what you’re missing! It is one of those places 
where you go when you want something 
special to give someone. I can guarantee you 
will find exactly the right thing! 

Olivia and Peter are now the Joint Chairs of 
Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival committee and 
are	doing	a	wonderful	job	in	a	very	difficult	time	with	
so many restrictions still in place. 

But I wonder how well you think you know Olivia 
and Peter? 

We all probably 
know and love 
Olivia’s design 
work – the colourful 
cards, calendars and 
even personalised 
Christmas tree 
decorations (see 
oliviagoddarddesigns.
co.uk).

We have probably 
seen Peter watering 
the plants with 

Brightlingsea in Bloom and both have, in the past, 
been involved with Seaview Players.

You may have seen them volunteering at the 
Museum where Olivia is a Trustee.

But here are some of the ways in which Peter and 
Olivia contribute very quietly and so importantly to 
life in Brightlingsea that you might not be aware of.

Peter is on the Tourism Panel of Brightlingsea 
Town Council and is the secretary of the Allotment 
Society.

The multi-talented Olivia is a Young Ambassador 
for the Prince’s Trust and was invited to speak at the 
House of Lords encouraging wealthy entrepreneurs 
to support the charity. As part of this charity, Olivia 
supports local young people acting as a mentor for 
them whilst they apply for Prince’s Trust funding.  She 
has even attended a Buckingham Palace Garden party 
at the invitation of Prince Charles!

In 2020, Little Boat Gifts was selected to be one 
of the winners of Small Biz 100, a nationally-run 
organisation – an amazing accolade for our talented 
pair.

Olivia and Peter are extremely busy people but 
they have taken on the Christmas Tree Festival and 
are making sure that it will continue to entertain the 
Brightlingsea townsfolk for many years to come.
Jackie Edmunds - Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival

Introducing the new Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival Committee Joint ChairsIntroducing the new Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival Committee Joint Chairs

A very busy coupleA very busy couple

Christmas Blessings to all in our town, from  
Churches Together in Brightlingsea! 
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Merry Christmas!

Season’s Greetings from

BRIGHTLINGSEA BAKERY LTD

4 High Street • 01206 302488

46 Victoria Place - Brightlingsea
Tel: 01206 303012

Greeting Cards • Gifts • Office Stationery
Photocopying • Dart Charge

%
*

-
0

Spirals
Happy Christmas from

%
*

-
0

For this year’s Christmas Tree 
Festival the historic All Saints’ 
balcony decoration has been made 

by local Designer Maker Vik Walsh. 
Trading as Mae Kandoo, Vik makes 
a range of bespoke gifts and home 
accessories. 

You may have seen her Seagulls and 
souvenir pennants in Little Boat Gifts. 
She has also produced Limited Edition 
cushions featuring Bricklesey Mouse for 
Brightlingsea Museum. Taking small steps 
to protect the environment, Vik uses 
vintage and reclaimed materials in all her 
work. 

For the balcony decoration, the quilted 
birds have been made from layers of 
reclaimed cotton.Vintage lace, trimmings 
from clothes and tulle from a petticoat 
have been used to embellish their tails. 
Wanting to add a burst of colour to the 

balcony, Vik chose to macramé a fringing 
which hangs on poles reclaimed from a 
garden parasol. The red chord used was 
pieced from a (new!) scrap piece of fall 
arrest net which would otherwise have 
gone to landfill. 

The Holly leaves have been made from 
vintage dress fabrics and are finished 
off with glittery berries using fabric that 
was previously used to dress the apron 
on a stage. Attention to detail is often 
customers comment on in Vik’s work so 
she welcomed the challenge of making a 
large statement piece for the balcony for 
2021’s Christmas Tree Festival.

Further Information 
Visit www.maekandoo.co.uk Instagram @
maekandoo or facebook.com/maekandoo 
Email: meakandoo71@gmail.com or tel: 
07948296374

Vik’s unique designs 
decorate All Saints’

THE BARGAIN STORE

Victoria Place, Brightlingsea. 
Tel: 01206 303868

plus GAMES, NOVELTIES, 
STATIONERY, CARDS, TOILETRIES, 
PRETTY POLLY TIGHTS, BOOTS, 
TOWELS, FARMHOUSE JAMS, 

GREENGROCERY, FRUIT
and much, much more

GIFTS, TOYS, CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS, DIY ITEMS, 

PET FOODS, CHINAWARE, 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 

GLASSWARE, SLIPPERS

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF LOCALLY
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In the churchyard Father Christmas was to be 
found in his grotto alongside a Christmas tree. There 
were candlelit walkways, coloured lights in trees and 
projected images on the Church walls.

The attraction was so popular that it returns by 
popular demand for 2021 and the Holy Mowers are 
planning a much-improved display, to accompany 
the Christmas Tree Festival, incorporating a tunnel of 
light. Father Christmas will again be in his grotto, and 
he may even have some surprises!

The Holy Mowers are a group of volunteers, all 
retired, who maintain All Saints’ churchyard. The 
churchyard is now carefully managed to make it a 
place of comfort and healing for the bereaved and 
a good habitat for wildlife and natural planting. By 
careful management the display of snowdrops, spring 
flowers,	bluebells	and	winter	cyclamen	enhances	the	
churchyard.

The Holy Mowers can be found in the churchyard, 
every Thursday morning from 9.30 -12.30. Fun and 
fellowship is enjoyed, not forgetting coffee and 
biscuits. There is always plenty to do and new helpers 
are always welcome.

Further Information
To	find	out	more	about	the	work	of	the	Holy	Mowers	
and how to get involved please contact Sheila Crow on 
07944108624.

Holy Mowers light up  
All Saints’ Churchyard

Rose of Bengal Rose of Bengal 
Indian TakeawayIndian Takeaway

01206 304714 or 305627
Open 5pm to 10pm  

(including Bank Holidays)
Closed on Tuesday

10% discount on collections
Free delivery within 3 miles radius 

(£12.50 minimum order)

www.roseofbengalcolchester.co.uk
49 High Street, Brightlingsea CO7 0AQ

All major credit/debit cards accepted

Christmas Greetings 
from the Brightlingsea 

Harbour Staff

1. Which of these buildings used to be the Town Hall 
until 1974: a, Duke Street; b, Sparrow House;  
c, Sayers House; 
2.  Near the town’s War Memorial there is another 
to the soldiers of two other countries. What are the 
names of these countries?
3. What is the name of the famous poet whose 
brother is buried in All Saints’ churchyard?
4. It went from Brightlingsea to Wivenhoe from 1866 
to 1964 – what was it?
5. The New House was built in 1681 it has been a 
pub for over a hundred years. What is the name of 
the pub?
6. Brightlingsea was a naval base in the Second 

World War. What was the name of the base?
7. When 18 and 20 New Street was built hundreds 
attended special ceremonies to celebrate its 
opening. What was it?
8. What was built in 1937 for about 400 students?
9.	What	was	the	YMCA	building	first	used	for?
10. First opened 99 years ago, it’s just the place for a 
hot day, but you will probably get wet. What is it?
11. In 1927 Robbie Stone designed a sailing dinghy, 
a BOD. What does BOD stand for?
12. What is the number of the road coming into 
Brightlingsea from Thorrington?

The Great Brightlingsea Christmas Quiz!

Answers on page 32

In 2020, when Covid 19 prevented us being 
able to hold our traditional Christmas Tree 
Festival within All Saints’, The Holy Mowers 

created a special Festival of Light Trail around 
the churchyard instead.
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www.frenchmarine.com

French Marine Motors Ltd.
Supplying engines, parts and servicing your boat for over 75 years

• Outboard and inboard engines and spare parts
• Engine installation
• Boat service and repair
• Propeller repair
• Winterisation
• Engine re-powering
• Marine engineering and fabrication
• Full Chandlery at Brightlingsea

Call us on 01206 302133 for all your marine needs!

“We would like to thank all our  
customers for their continued support 

through out the year.   
Wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year. 
Look forward to serving 

you all in 2022”. 

Little Boat Gifts just loves Christmas time,  
please come and see us for some festive fun. 

Built in 1835, St 
James Church, 
or Chapel of 

Ease, is a focal point 
of the town’s High 
Street, but I never 
knew how it came 
to be built, until I 
was recently told 
this story by an 
old Brightlingsea 
resident. 

As we all know the 
original site of Christian worship 
in the town was All Saints’ Church, 
and in a time when families would 
go to church every Sunday no one 
thought anything of making the 
weekly pilgrimage to the edge of 
town. Congregations were much 
larger than they are today, and All 
Saints’ Church was often full for 
Sunday worship.

In the early 1800s a new 
surgeon moved into the town, 
a doctor by the name of Moses Fletcher. His own 
faith was based on the teaching of Emanuel 
Swedenborg and Moses began the Brightlingsea 

Society of the New 
Church, introducing 
the townsfolk to 
Swedenborg’s 
beliefs. They quickly 
obtained land and 
opened a church 
in Waterside Lane, 
now New Street, 
and at the evening 
service on their 
opening day they 
attracted over half 

the town’s population, 
with	over	five	hundred	
crammed inside the 
church and many more 
listening outside. 

The result was that 
numbers at Sunday 
worship in All Saints’ 
started to dwindle, 
eventually to a stage 
where it became a point 
of concern for the local 
diocese. Their school 

of thought being that many 
worshippers would prefer to 
practise in the town, rather than 
making the long walk up to All 
Saints’, especially amid rumours 
that the New Church were 
planning to build a bigger chapel 
in Spring Road, now Queen Street. 

There was an undertaker’s and 
chapel of rest already on the High 
Street, and arrangements were 
made to purchase this, draw up 

plans to build a new church right in the centre of 
town and, hopefully, encourage parishioners back 
to Sunday worship. I am not sure if this was the real 
reason for building St James Church or not, but it is a 
wonderful building to have in the middle of our town 
and remains the main point of worship to this day.
Peter Reilly

Why was St James’ Church built?



24 25

Brightlingsea at Christmas Brightlingsea at Christmas

Happy Christmas! Please support our advertisers Happy Christmas! Please support our advertisers

Christmas Church Services & Festive Events 2021 Spicy Christmas BiscuitsSpicy Christmas Biscuits
Christmas recipes from Nola Bloor

Thank you to all my customers for your 
support in 2021.  

I’m looking forward to seeing you all 
again in 2022.

Contact Tracey on 07739 736454  
or info@beachboxcafe.co.uk

Season’s Greetings from 
the Beachbox Café

 itsbeachboxcafe         thebeachboxcafe

To Decorate 
Ready made icing in a tube
Silver,	balls,	thin	ribbons 

Method
Place everything except the decorations in a food 
processor. Whizz until everything comes together.
Dust	a	work	surface	with	flour,	roll	out	to	about	5mm	
thickness (about the size of two £1 coins).
Cut out with Christmas cutters, angels, Christmas trees 
stars etc.
Line 2 baking trays with parchment.
Bake	gas	mark	3,	170˚	for	about	20	mins
Cool on a wire rack.
When cold decorate with icing and silver/gold balls, 
glitter etc.
Before baking mine I will make a small hole on top so 
that I can l hang them on my tree which you can see at 
the Christmas Tree Festival. There’s no competition this 
year so I can’t ask you to vote for mine!

Date Time Event Location

Sun 5 5pm Women in Harmony Concert St James’

Fri 10 4pm to 8pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree 
Festival

All Saints’

Sat 11 10am to 6pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree 
Festival

All Saints’

7.30pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree 
Festival Suffolk Phoenix Brass Band 
Concert (tickets £12.50 from Spirals 
- includes a supper box and free 
drink – doors open 7pm)

All Saints’

Sun 12 10am to 6pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree 
Festival

All Saints’

4pm Carol Singing with the St James’ 
Singers

The Swan Pub

6pm Brightlingsea Christmas Tree 
Festival Carols with Chris Sing-A-
Long Concert

All Saints’

7.30pm Bright Voices Concert St James’

Tue 14 2.30pm Town Carol Service United	Church

Sun 19 10.30am Carol Service Oasis Church

6.30pm Carol Service St James’

Mon 20 7pm Churches Together Carols Outside Outside The Swan Pub

Fri 24 5.30pm Nativity Service St James’

9pm Mass (Roman Catholic) St Sabina’s

11.30pm Midnight Mass St James’

Sat 25 9am Mass (Roman Catholic) St Sabina’s

10am All-Age Communion St James’

10am Ecumenical Family Service United	Church

You will be very welcome at any of these events.

• All Saints’ Church, Brightlingsea Road, Brightlingsea
• Oasis Church, Multipurpose Room,  
    Community Centre, Brightlingsea

• St James’ Church, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea
• St Sabina’s Church, Richard Avenue, Brightlingsea
• The Swan Pub, High Street, Brightlingsea
•	United	Church,	Chapel	Road,	Brightlingsea

300	g	plain	flour
1 tsp baking powder
1	tsp	ground	cinnamon 
1/4 tsp mixed spice

100	g	margarine 
100 g soft dark sugar
2 eggs
2 tbl sp runny honey

Ingredients 
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7-9 New Street, Brightlingsea
(Just off High Street, opposite the library)
Holders of the Seafish Industry Authority Friers’ Quality Award

W I NK I ES

01206 304208

Fish & Chip Restaurant & Takeaway
Enjoy fish and chips at their finest in

the comfort of our licensed restaurant

Christmas Colouring
by Olivia Goddard

See you 
next year!
The 2022 Christmas 

Tree Festival will  
take place on  

December 9, 10 & 11. 
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Christmas Quiz AnswersChristmas Quiz Answers
1. Sayers House (opposite the Spar)
2. Australia and New Zealand
3. Sir Alfred Lord Tennyson (his brother was Horatio, died in 1899)
4. The railway line (knows as the Crab & Winkle line, pictured)
5. Brewers Arms
6. HMS Nemo
7. A church, The Swedenborgian, known as the New Church

8. Brightlingsea Secondary School, 
now The Colne Community School
9. Congregational Sunday School
10. The Lido
11. Brightlingsea One Design
12. B1029

Hot & cold 
drinks now 
available 
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Now there is a small town that you all might 
know,
Out there on the Essex coast it stands all alone,
With just one road in, and the same road out,
It gives the people who live there plenty to shout 
about.
They are all very happy about what they see,
Their wonderful seaside, their Mayor Deputy,
Their lovely hot summers and the cold winter call,
But the Christmas Tree Festival was their 
greatest love of all.
That big old church up on the hill,
Filled up with those trees, makes you stand still,
Large ones and small ones, all shinny and bright,
All those children’s faces, just filled with delight.
Sadly this annual weekend, full of joy and fun,
Was not looked upon kindly by everyone,
There was one in particular who could not stand,

All those happy smiling children, holding their 
hands.
He disliked the lights, he disliked the sounds,
He disliked the laughter that rang all around,
He hated the tinsel, he hated the breeze,
But most of all he hated, those pesky Christmas 
Trees.
“I know what I’ll do” he thought to himself,
“I’ll put an end to all this, I’ll stop it myself ”,
“I’ll grab all those trees, baubles, tinsel and lights,
While they are all asleep in their beds, I’ll do it 
tonight”
And true to his word, this despicable man,
Waited until midnight, then jumped in his van,
He drove up to the church and flung open the 
doors,
While down in the town all the children snoozed, 
slept and snored.

A Christmas poem by Peter Reilly

When that big church was finally empty, he too 
danced with delight,
At the thought of the towns folk waking up to 
this sight,
Feeling pleased with himself, he slammed the 
doors of the van,
Then drove off into the night feeling so pleased 
with his plan.
But sometimes it goes that terrible plans,
Never turn out as well as they can,
This was certainly the case with our villain’s 
scheme,
Who awoke the next day to a peculiar theme.
Instead of the screams, that he expected to hear,
He heard the church bells ringing, and the 
sounds of good cheer,
Organ music was playing, Christmas Carols were 
being sung,
“Something’s not right here” he thought, “they’re 
all having fun”.
So he got back in his van, with all of his plunder,
And returned to the church, to behold such a 
wonder,

Yes, all the decorations, lights and 
trees were gone,
But the whole town was there 
joined together in song.
You see they all loved the trees, 
they all loved the lights,
They all loved the baubles and the 
other delights,
But there was something 
much bigger that brought 
them together,
They all loved the town, the 
community, and each 
other more than ever.
At the thought of 
this our mean 
old man felt 
all funny,

It was like his heart 
was light, and he had 

butterflies in his tummy,
He had never felt like this 

before, but he liked it a lot,
Suddenly he felt happy for all he 

had got.
So he went into the church, told them 

what he’d done,
Said how sorry he was for spoiling everyone’s 

fun,
But the town had a big heart, and decided to 

forgive him,
Then all ran out to his van to bring everything back in.

Everything was quickly put back in its place,
The children had such fun, they thought it was a race,

Christmas trees and decorations all back on the shelf,
The mean old man even turned the lights on himself.

He felt so happy to be welcomed, back into the town,
On his face was a smile, where once was a frown,
With everything back just how it should be,
They all sang together, for their love of Brightlingsea.

The Man Who Stole the 
Christmas Tree Festival.
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Last year’s inaugural Brightlingsea 
Advent Windows Trail was such 
a resounding success that it will 
return in 2021. Each night from 1 
to 24 December festive decorated 
windows created by members of 
the community in their homes and 
businesses will be added to the 
trail around the town to create a 
wonderful festive walk for everyone 
to enjoy. Further information about 
the trail can be found on their 
Facebook page at facebook.com/
brightlingseadventwindows and 
printed trail maps will be available 
from late November from coordinator 
Lucy Weaver at 56 Upper Park Road 
or see https://www.facebook.com/
brightlingseadventwindows.

 

 

 

 “Derrick would like to thank 
all his customers for their 
continued support through 

out 2021, wish them all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year”  

Catch Derrick outside The King’s Head 
Friday mornings or contact him direct on the 

number below 

Brightlingsea Advent Windows Trail

AAnn  AAllaaddddiinn’’ss  ccaavvee  ooff    
wwoonnddeerrffuull  tthhiinnggss  ffoorr  

yyoouurr  hhoommee  aanndd  
  ffoorr  ggiivviinngg..    

 Lots of Christmas Gift ideas 

 Really Reasonable Prices 

 New Stock Arriving Daily 

Come & Browse we look 
 forward to seeing you. 

Opening Hours 
Monday to Saturday 
9:00am to 4:30pm 
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16 Victoria Place 
Brightlingsea - CO7 0BX
Tel: 01206 302639

Fax: 01206 302874

www.lucasestates.com

Lucas Estate Agents 
wish everyone 

a very happy 
christmas 

SPECIALISING IN PROPERTY IN 
BRIGHTLINGSEA AND SURROUNDING 

AREAS
Established 1935

We won’t be beaten on fees

Thank You!

Production: Fiona Brown - www.fionabrown.com. 07711 718470
Pete Reilly - Little Boat Gifts, www.littleboatgifts.co.uk. 01206 304555
Design & Print: The Press Gang – www.press-gang.co.uk. 01206 305677

We would like to say and enormous thank you to:
• Our dedicated committee members and supporters who 

work so tirelessly to bring the festival to life each year
• All our wonderful musicians who perform in the church
• Our Parking Attendants who work out in the cold all 

weekend
• Our welcoming and friendly front of house team who 

greet you on arrival 
• Our	accounting	team	who	keep	us	on	the	financial	

straight and narrow
• The marketing crew who create this magazine, update our 

website and keep everyone posted via social media
• The design and decoration team who bring the look of our 

Festival together
• Our dedicated Holy Mowers who not only ensure the 

churchyard is beautifully kept year-round, but have also 
created our wonderful new churchyard lights display

• Our volunteer drivers who run the shuttle bus service 
between All Saints’, Five-Ways Coop car park and Victoria 
Place

• The Stewards who help direct everyone and keep us safe 
during our visits to the festival

• The utilities team who take care of running the power 
lines, installing all the specialist facilities and equipment 
and generally making sure we are all ship shape and 
ready

• Our talented Christmas Tree creators who make the magic 
possible

• St Nicholas for greeting all our younger visitors and the 
children’s activities team who help to entertain them

• The mulled wine sellers for spreading the festive cheer
• The Beachbox Café for delicious refreshments
• The many local businesses who support the festival by 

advertising in this magazine
• Peter Dines for sponsoring our new metal churchyard 

Christmas tree lights
• Geedon Property Services for sponsoring our new credit 

card payment system
• MaeKanDo for creating our spectacular balcony display
• And all our visitors from near and far who come to enjoy 

the magic of Christmas at All Saints’ and help us raise 
the much needed funds to support the maintenance and 
restoration of All Saints’ and St James’ Churches

BRIGHTLINGSEA MUSEUM 
Dove House Station Road Brightlingsea CO 7 0DT 

Telephone 01206 307121 
wwwbrightlingseamuseum.co.uk 

So much to see and do 
Come in and you may have 

the time of your life! 

Open until Christmas 
Saturdays 10.00 - 4.00pm 

Sundays 2.00 - 5.00pm 
Call in and see the  amazing   

Community Quilt 



Looking to market your property
before Christmas?

Stoneridge Santa 
delivers!

Win the chance
to sell your

home for free*
*Available to one lucky winner for new to the market properties instructed before 

24th December 2021 - Terms & Conditions apply.

Contact Brightlingsea’s new, experienced 
and dynamic estate agency on 01206 635135 

or email sales@stoneridge-estates.co.uk

Brightlingsea   |   Clacton-on-Sea   |   Holland-on-Sea   |   Mayfair
Plus a National Network of 300 Branches

www.stoneridge-estates.co.uk


